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Katydids Square Dance Club Newsletter

CLUB CALENDAR

www.katydids.info

Fri., Jan. 05: Congregational Church of Campbell
400 W. Campbell Ave., Campbell
7:00-9:30 PM Club dancing
Sign-ups for Sweetheart Special committees
and food choices begin.

Fri., Jan. 12: Congregational Church of Campbell
400 W. Campbell Ave., Campbell
7:00 —9:30 PM Plus Workshop BEGINS
9:30 PM Executive Board Meeting
Collection of raffle prize donations begins

Fri., Jan. 19: Congregational Church of Campbell
400 W. Campbell Ave., Campbell
7:00 —9:30 PM Plus Workshop
*PARTY NIGHT** Wear Green

Fri., Jan. 26: Congregational Church of Campbell
400 W. Campbell Ave., Campbell
6:00 PM POTLUCK DINNER

A-G Salad
H-R Main Dish
SZ Dessert

7:00 —9:30 PM Plus Workshop

Fri., Feb. 02: Congregational Church of Campbell
400 W. Campbell Ave., Campbell
7:00 —9:30 PM Plus Workshop
Chirper distributed

Fri., Feb. 09: Congregational Church of Campbell
400 W. Campbell Ave., Campbell
7:00 —9:30 PM Plus Workshop

Sat., Feb. 10: ** SWEETHEART SPECIAL**

Savethedate! All Club members participate!
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SQUARE HEAD ASSIGNMENTS
&

Duties

Acting Super Square Head - Lloyd Darknell
(408) 286-7262

Jan. 05 Benevento

Jan. 12 Bennett

Jan. 19 Boyd/Fifield/Grizard
Jan. 26 Franger/Moore, D.
Feb. 02 HealPyle

Feb. 09 Hebson

Feb. 16 Helfrich, A. & M.
Feb. 23 Helfrich, J& R
Mar. 02 Lunsford

Mar. 09 Mensing

Mar. 16 Moore, R. & G.
Mar. 23 Pitts/Powell

Mar. 30 Schaffer

On dance night PRIOR to your duty night:

 Help pack up suppliesand jugs and put into Club
Cupboard. Notify Acting Super Square Head,
Lloyd Darknell, at 408-286-7262 of any needed
supplies or change of duty assignments dates.

Before the dance:

* Contact Square Head for following week to be sure
they will be there.

* On scheduled nights, the designated Square Heads
should arrive before 7:00 PM.

* Set up tables and chairs as needed.
* Bring 6-8 Ibsice for cooler and make ice water.
* Start hot water for tea and coffee.

During club dance:

» Welcome everyone at the door.

 Offer raffle tickets, 5 tickets for $1

» Have guests sign guest book and collect $4.00 do-
nation per guest.

* Give guest namesto president or membership chair
for introduction during announcements.

« Divide the raffle proceeds--50% to the Club, 50%
tothe “cups’.

 Check that water and cups do not run out.

* |f Treasurer isnot present, passmoniescollected
on to any Executive Board Member.

After the dance: Clean up!! Take the trash bags
out to the dumpster (locked) located in the side
parking lot. The key is hanging on the wall by
the door to the kitchen.

Beginner Square Dance Classes

Winter 2007

MONDAYS:

Bows and Beaus. Instructor: Keith Ferguson
Start: January 22; 7:30 — 9:30 PM

Loyola Elementary School, LosAltos
Contact: www.bowsandbeaus.org

Singles, Couples

TUESDAYS:

Single Squares of Sunnyvale: Instructor: Eric
Henerlau

Start: January 2; 7:00 —8:30 PM

Murphy Park Community Center, Sunnyvale

Contact: Joe (408) 996-0174

WEDNESDAY S

Krazy Dazys: Instructor: Jim Osborne

Start: January 10; 7:00-8:30 PM

Hyde Middle School, Cupertino

Contact: Jerry (408) 224-8449, Mary (408) 725-0344;
http://www.krazydazys.org

UPCOMING SQUARE DANCE EVENTS

Jan. 6;: Running Bear, Krazy Dazys
John Muir Middle School
7:30 — 8:00 PM PreRounds with the Hursts
8:00—10:30 PM Caller: Eric Henerlau
Jim Osborne calling Running Bear

Jan. 19: Winter Plus L evel Hoedown; Farmers &
Farmerettes
Newark Pavilion, Newark
8:00 — 8:20 PM PreRounds with the Carpenters
8:20—11:00 PM Caller: Jet Roberts

Jan. 19, 20, 21: Winter Festival
Salinas Valley Fairgrounds, King City
Callers: Jerry Story, Bob Baier, Tony
Oxendine, Tim Crawford, Steve Edlund
Cuers. The Parkers and the Humphrey's
After Party: Gary Carnes

NEWER DANCER HOEDOWN

Be an angel - support our newest dancers!!
September/October 2006 Class Level

Sat., January 13; Star Eights
American Musical Theatre Studios
1717 Technology Drive, San Jose
7:45-10:15 PM; Caller: Bob Elling
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POT LUCK

L& S

Friday

Jan 26, 2007

6 PM

A-G Bring salad
H-R Bring main dish
S-W Bring dessert

All Bring own place
service

Plus Workshop Class \
is invited to participate \_
with the Katydids Square

Dance Club members

Questions? Call:
Sandy 408-243-8516
Sue 408-374-3878
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4 Photos courtesy of Lloyd Darknell & Stephanie Stevens
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Jan. 04

Jan. 22
Pat Angotti Jan. 28
Lisa Hughes Jan. 28
Mark Helfrich Feb. 02
Don Powell Feb. 03
Bob Hebson Feb. 06

Halloween

We had a wonderful Halloween Party on Oct. 27th.
Plenty of good food, fun calling by Jim Osbor ne and
delightful costumes. Even Toby, Pat Angotti’s dog
came as a pumpkin. | think we all have to agree the
Best Costume award went to Ted Shaney. He came
as a stripper, complete with fishnet stockings, high
heels and blond wig.

My thanksto my co-host, Pat Angotti, for her decora-
tions, door prizes and help. Lee and Mackey
L unsford were square heads and they are thanked as
well for decorations and food and help.

Parker Willey, L ee Fleeman and Bob Bennett get a
big thanks for being our judges for the costume pa-
rade. Between Pat and me, we had enough prizes for
costumes and to add to theraffle. If you weren’t there
thisyear, you missed agreat party.

~~ Sancfy Franger

[ed. note: My apologiesto Sandy for “losing” her article in the
pocket of my skirt and losing my brain to whereever fuzzy brains
go last month.]

THE PRESIDENT’S CORNER - -

H Katydi ds

I hope everyone had agreat Christmas and new years.
Our Christmas party with the Spinning Wheelswas a
lot of fun and everyone seamed to enjoy the food and
dancing.

We are planning a Potluck dinner on January 26. The
dinner will start at 6:00 to 7:00 then we will dance
until 9:30. Workshop attendees will be invited to the
potluck.

We still need some volunteers to chair some Sweet-
heart Special committees. The dance is only 5 weeks
away and we have alot to do. See Bob Bennett if you
can help us out. We need everyone's help to make the
dance a success. February 10" will be here before we
know it.

~ ~ Lloyd Darknell

CHAPLAIN’S REPORT

Birthday cards were sent to two of our new members
celebrating their birthdays, Amy Helfrich and Mike
Hughes. A card was sent to Par ker and SueWilley in
honor of their Anniversary. A sympathy card was sent
to Jim and Joann Osborne. Our thoughts are with
you at this time. Hope everyone had a nice holiday
and Happy New Year to you all!

~~June ﬂ-(eﬁfricﬁ, Chaplain

REMBERING BOB MCKENZIE:

Bob McKenzie, a former Katydid Member, passed
away Nov. 13th at the age of 84. The obituary pub-
lished in the San Jose Mercury News said that he was
born in Hebron, Nebraska and was the youngest of 12
children. He helped around the farm and was respon-
sible for the poultry. He put himself through college
by unloading railroad cars. He eventually took a job
with Lockheed in Sunnyvale and had 7 children. He
remained active throughout his life and continued to
dance until October.
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MINUTES
Katydids Executive Board Meeting
December 1, 2006

President, LIoyd Darknell called the meeting to order at 9:30 p.m.

Roll Call: President, LIoyd Darknell; V.P, Bob Bennett; Secre-
tary, Maxine Darknell; Treasurer, Don Powell; Membership, Pat
Angotti; Publicity, Don Gaubatz; Chaplain, June Helfrich.

Visitor present: Stephanie Stevens

The minutes from the previous meeting of October 6th were ap-
proved as published.

Reports:
Officers.
1.President: None

2.Vice-President: None

3.Treasurer: Don P. indicated he had paid Jim and the church.
There was some discussion regardingJim's contract and the mini-
mum amount of payment.

4.Membership: Pat confirmed that we have 49 active members
and 4 inactive.

5.Chaplain: June mailed out birthday cards and anniversary cards
to those celebrating this month. The board sent a get well card to
L ouise Hosoda withnotes of appreciation for all her help at the
sign-in table and a gift certificate for Marie Calendars for when
she was well enough to go out.

6. Publicity: Don G. sent an articlefor “Club ~ Chatter” in
“Squares 'Round the Bay” plus an extra article titled “Good for
the Heart” describing the health benefits, etc., of square dancing.
He asked and received permission to use a picture of Dean and
Chris Davison.

Committees:

1.Chirper: Thearticlesfor the January Chirper aredueto Stephanie
on Friday, December 29th. Stephanie al so stated that the drum and
ink toner for the Club printer was under budget costing $240.00.

2.Socid: Lloyd presented information regarding a “planned pot-
luck” that Sandy Franger and Sue Willey suggested for January.
The board decidedthat the 26th would be the best date to have it.
Sandy indicated people would need to bring their own

place setting and that we would need to use the kitchen. Lloyd
will request permission.

Old Business:

1. Christmas Party, Thursday, December 14th with the Spinning
Whesels: Thisisaplanned, pot luck dinner, starting at 6:00 p.m. in
LosAltos. It was hoped we would have good attendance and that
some of the Spinning Wheel members might consider coming to
our club since this would be Spinning Wheels' last night meeting
as a square dance club.

2. Christmas gift for Jim: After some discussion, it was decided
to get agift certificatefor a restaurant. Bob Bennett said hewould
pick it up. It wasdecided that December 22nd would be agood
time to give it to him. It would be our “party night” and that it
would be nice to have a cake. Maxine volunteered to order it.

3. Cash donations for Church Food Pantry: Don said he would
make out the check from the Katydids and giveit to Lloyd along
with any other checks given by our members. The deadline for
checks would be December 14th.

4. Sweetheart Special Dance on February 10, 2007: Lloyd said
he had already received the “dangles’ and that the ribbons were
ordered, “Gold on Gold”, and should bereceived next week. There
was discussion regarding Randy Dibble's expenses for traveling
and hotels. Cuers, Chuck and Shirley Hurst had to cancel because
they were moving out of the area. Sue Harris will be taking their
place.

5. Membership applications. Lloyd reminded us of the*“ stand-up
board meeting” that was held on November 1st to accept applica
tionsreceived by Sarah Grizard and Mike and LisaHughes. They
are aready included in the “Membership Report” above.

6. Workshops, starting January 12: 1t was confirmed that the pur-
pose of thisworkshop would betoimprove everyone's“plus’ skills.
Don confirmed he put the appropriate information in the “ Squares
‘Round the Bay”.

7. Storage clean up: The date of January 13th was set as a pos-
sible date to get with the Stagnitto’s to clean out and organize the
sheds and also pull out decorations for the Sweetheart Dance.

8. Proposed Club starting time change: This proposition by a
club member will be tabled until after the work shops are com-
pleted.

New Business:

1. Club Dancing Schedule: It was confirmed that we would be
dark on December 15th and dance on December 8th, 22nd and
29th. It was suggested that we invite other Clubs that might be
“dark” during the holidays.

2. Sguare Dance Live donation request: Mike Luna, executive
producer of the Square Dance Live television show, asked if the
Katydidswould consider making adonation to help pay for ashow.
After some discussion, it was decided to table the request until a
later meeting.

Agenda Items for next meeting:

1. January Potluck Social

2. Sweetheart Special Dance and Committees
3. June Picnic

4. Board Nominating Committee

Next Board Meeting: January 12th, after club dancing.

Meeting ended at 11:00 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Maxine Darknell
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Dear Friends,

What ayear of transition! As many of you know, Rod re-
tired from Lockheed Martin in the spring and we began
fulltime traveling with our 5th wheel trailer. Our time in
Florida provided many new friends and some great times.
The Lockheed Martin project team wasthe best I’ veworked
with and it was hard to leave, even knowing they were in
great hands (if only corporate management lived up to the
team’s capability!). The Whirl & Twirl square dance club
was a great second family and our Saturday morning ten-
nis group helped keep us in shape while tuning our ear for
the British accent. But the open road called and our time
had come, so......

We started off retirement with a“vacation” to Washington
State for a relaxing week at Lake Chelan, where we dis-
covered Leavenworth, a wonderful Bavarian Village, and
spent a weekend in Seattle, dining with friends from our
2005 Portland trip. We also engaged in alittle espionage —
aBoeing plant tour — as well as atraditional salmon bake
and the dinner train to aloca winery. Then we returned to
the real work of retirement.

Our chronicles are published — at least up through the fall.
The plan wasto start up the eastern side of the Appalachian
Mountains, a square dancing week in Maggie Valley (NC),
the Firecracker Polka Weekend at Seven Springs (PA), the
Finger Lakes Wine Festival in Watkins Glen (NY) with
some Binghamton Triple Cities Ski Club friends, dinner in
Syracuse with Skip & Stephanie Stevens (from CA),
through New England and into the Canadian Maritimesfor
the summer. Then back down the Atlantic Coast, arriving
in Ft Myersfor Thanksgiving and on to our 3 1/2 week trip
to Europe's Christmas Markets. The weather cooperated
wonderfully for us, even though there was some mighty
nasty weather not far away. (The aftermath of the July flood-
ing that we saw in PA and NY was a stark reminder of the
power and vagary of Mother Nature.) The Maritimes were
everything we' ve heard and read about — and more. Won-
derful people, beautiful country, and a new definition of
“laid back”. The amazing tides in the Bay of Fundy were
truly highlights of the year. We crossed back into Maine on
October 1 —just as the fal foliage was beginning to show
off and we were able to follow the color changes most of
the way south. We knew that retirement was our frame of
mind when we couldn’t figure out how to get from Maine
to Floridain “only” six weeks!

Thetrip south was highlighted by visitswith many friends.
We got to see daughter Debbie and husband Phil in Boston,
along with Lark and Frank Smith, Rod’s cousin. Onto visit
with daughter Maria, Neil & Barbara (Rod’s uncle) in

Binghamton (NY) as well as many friends from the area.

In NJ, we met up with Carl & Margaret Brignola, square
dancing friends, at their new house and with Alyson
Brownlee, friend and frequent project mate from L ockheed
Martin. Into the Baltimore areawhere we stayed with great
Polkadancing friends and teachers, Butch & Mary Kotowski
and got to enjoy an afternoon with Tom Selnekovic, Mary’s
cousin. Then to Myrtle Beach for a weekend with fellow
Carriagetrailer owners, followed by visitswith Ned & Nancy
Martin, Rod’'s aunt and uncle and their grandson. Next a
visit with Jessica Rose, Rod's niece in Milledgeville and
then onto Marietta (GA) and afun-filled evening with sev-
era friends from Lockheed Martin, Bob Gilbert (who set
the early retirement example and looks all the better for it),
Tom Merritt, Claudia Ludlow and Grant Peterson. And fi-
nally Florida, for a delightful couple of dayswith Mel and
Rosemary, friendsfrom Orlando (I won’'t mentionthetrailer
rutsin their front yard), a camping square dancers weekend
in Clearwater, and avisit with Joeand Carol, Mary’sbrother.

A couple of days to
find our cold weather
clothes and off to
¢ Germany! We were
4 wonderfully hosted
by Willi and Curly
Frey, friends from
our CA and square
dance lessons days.
They attended alocal
squaredancewith us,
which brought our
totals to dancing in
38 states and 3 countries! We also got to visit with Thomas
and Margret Obermeyer near Heidelberg, who werealsoin
those CA lessons

and now have two B Do )
delightful children.
The Christmas Mar-
ket at Stuttgart set
such ahigh standard
that the other festi-
vals on our Danube
River cruisecouldn’t
quite match up, but
we dtill had a won-
derful and relaxing
seven days float. What a difference from the large ocean-
going cruise ships! We stayed a couple of extra days in
Vienna and then went to Budapest for four days. Beautiful
cities and wonderful people —and we got to be pretty good
with the subways. The weather, which had been wonderful
and 10-15 degrees above normal for most of our trip finally
caught up with us —we never saw the sun in Budapest, but
it was dry and there was plenty to do inside. Gluhwein (hot,
mulled wine), also helped alot!

WE'll be in Ft Myers through January and then near Key
West for February. Next years itinerary has us heading up
the west coast of Floridaand into the Midwest for the sum-
mer. Bowling Green (KY) in May, some time in Ashland

(Mary & Rod...continued on page 8)
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(Mary & Rod...continued from page 7)

(KY) and Columbus (OH), and then Frankenmuth (Ml) in
mid-August. Through lower Ontario for the late summer
and then back down on the west side of the Mississippi in
thefall to Texas, wherewe' Il spend sometimein Fort Worth
before heading to “the Valley”, where we' Il spend the win-
ter. If you have any suggestions for stops along the way,
we' d love to hear about them. Also, if you're going to be
traveling near these areas, let us know and maybe we can
get together.

We're still learning how to do this, but getting lots of help
from friends along the way. For those of you still working -
thanks! Enjoy all your spare time now, because you won'’t
have any once you retire. And for those already retired, be
appreciative — somebody has to pay taxes!

If you are not on our bi-monthly newsletter list about our
travelsand would liketo be, let usknow (Rod’s subject line
reads: “News from the National Square Dancers’). Keep
us posted by e-mail about what you are doing (but we pre-
fer not to be on junk e-mail lists); we usually check e-mail
1-2 times aweek whereas “snail mail” can take 4-6 weeks
to reach us. We have our cell phone so you can keep in
touch with us that way also.

Our best wishes for ajoyous holiday season and a wonder-
ful, healthy, rewarding 2007.

Love & happinessto all,
Rod & Mary

Rod

Mary, Curly, Rod, Willi

W)eihnachten
Zeit fir Gefuhle

MERRY CHRISTMAS

Best wishes for a New Year filled
with health, joy, love and laughter,

FROHE
WEIHNACHTEN

und ein gluckliches
neues Jahr

Willi und Curly



- Sweetheart Spectal
ﬁ Katydids 6‘

Caller Rounds by
Randy Dibble Sue Harris
MC
Jim Osborne N
44th Annual Plus Level ’-"g
Badge Dance with Rounds 1
and a Great Buffet

Branham Lane \

Jaki Hnr!.-:

Wi oz

Rounds 7:30 - 8 and Between Tips
Donations per person:
$8 Pre-sale, $10 at the door
35 Teens
John Muir Middle School
1260 Branham Lane, San Jose

85 Freeway

For Information Call
408 - 4829520 or 408 - TTR-2689

http:iikatydids.info

Co-sponsored byv: Cuperntino Parks & Recreation

-ll* Saturday February 10, 2007 7:30 p. m. r“”
|
1
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My Christmas E-Mail
December 30, 2006

Hereit, aimost the last day of the year. Unfortunately, it
is not uncommon for me to be a bit tardy with my
Holiday greetings and good wishes for you. So here it
goes.....

| have a list of people | know, all logged in my computer,
And now at Christmastime | have gone to take a ook,
And that iswhen | realize that these names are a part,
Not of the computer they're stored in, but of my heart.

For each name stands for someone who has crossed my path sometime,
And in that meeting they’ ve become the rhythmin each rhyme,
And while it sounds fantastic for me to make this claim,
| feel that I’'m composed of each remembered name.

And while you may not be aware of any special link,
Just meeting you has changed my life, a lot more than you think!
For when | do a Christmas E-mail that is addressed to you,
It's because you' re on the list of people I’mindebted to.

And whether | have known you for many years or few,
In some way you have been a part of shaping things | do.
And now that Christmas has come, | realize anew,
The best gift life can offer is meeting people like you.

— author unknown —

Oh how | wish “- author unknown -" could be replaced by
“- Donald C. Gaubatz -". The above conveysso many feel-
ings that | seem unable to express with the written word.
I’m not much good at disclosing my feelings. On top of
that, | amlateinwishing youaMerry Christmasand aHappy
New Year. Somehow, time seems to slip by and | do not
manage to send out Christmas cards. | have received many
and thank you for thinking of me at thistime of the year.

Hit the “Pause” button, fix a cup hot tea and share with me
as | reminisce a bit about the past year.

| don’t know about you but time seemsto fly by so rapidly.
I’m beginning to wonder when | will reach an age where |
can sit back and retire from retirement. How did | ever
have time to hold aregular job? Perhaps| just postponed
things until “when | retire, | will have time to do such and
such”. Well now | am retired but | till don’t have the time
todo“such and such”. Theonly differenceisthat now | am
my own task master, setting my own goals and still trying
to accomplish too many things for myself and others.

My year was filled with so many activities in addition to
recovering from atriple heart bypass operation a year ago
inJune. Ohyes, | appear to be doing quite well these days,
especially with the doctor’s prescription that | walk 10,000
stepseach day. | meet Roger Beall each morning for walk-
ing around Cupertino’s Memorial Park. Roger is a long-
timefriend from Junior High School and best-man at Cathy’s
and my wedding in 1952. Roger had a quadruple heart by-
pass just two weeks before mine so, likewise needs the ex-
ercise.

10

Of course, | can't forget square dancing with the Bows and
Beaus, the Katydids, and the Star Eights square dance clubs.
The activity adds greatly to help make up my 10,000 stepsa

day.

In January, leaking, 1948 era, gal vanized iron piping through-
out the house suddenly decided that it needed to be replaced
by copper. What adifferencein water flow. | did not realize
the old piping was so restricted by hard water mineral de-
posits.

Another major project began in November and will not be
complete until after thefirst of the year. Asyou may know,
| have many problems with deer coming into the yard at
night. They seemto really love theroses, leaves of the fruit
trees, and especially enjoy my vegetable garden. For many
years | have used a “temporary” chicken wire gate across
my driveway to keep the deer at bay. | amfinally getting an
electrically controlled, sliding iron gate. It will be great to
be able to use a remote control to open and close the gate
(especially in stormy weather) by acontrol in the car or by
push of gate code buttons. To help my friends and relatives
remember the code, especially those who live outside of the
408 telephoneareaand need tofirst “dial” a“1” asyou punch
in my telephone number, | plan to select [code deleted by
editor] as the code to open or close the gate. So do drop in
for avisit, even if the gate is closed. Who knows, the pen-
alty might be that you are squashed from the vegetable gar-
den or must accept some fresh fruit if in season.

| continueto enjoy digital photography and the use of Adobe
Photoshop for photo manipulation with the computer. It
never ceases to amaze me what wonders can be done using
Photoshop with the fun and challenge it provides. It seems
asif thereisno end to the things the program can do as one
continues to dig deeper into the many menus.

To keep my hand in my hobby of jewelry making, | enroll in
an adult evening school class at Homestead High School. 1t
helps to give me motivation and enforce just doing it. At
home, it always seems that there is something more impor-
tant that needs to be done before | spend time on my enjoy-
able habby.

Another primary activity for me is continuing to add to my
collection of memoirs. | am enrolled in avery special mem-
oirswriting class at the Cupertino Senior Center. The class
provides awealth of motivation and never ending memories
that need to be committed to paper and shared. Hopefully
my grandchildren, great...., great-great...., and others will
someday enjoy reading about things from my lifetime as
experienced by me.

But | think the very top of my current activity list is ex-
changing e-mail, remembering, sharing, and hearing from
my friends and relatives like you.

Please accept my best wishes that you thoroughly enjoy the
holiday season and do have a happy, prosperous New Year.

~ ~ Don Gaubatz
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Friday evenings with Jim Osborne

Congregational
Church of
Campbell

400 West
Campbell Ave.

Campbell, CA

KATYDIDS

http://katydids.info
Info: Lloyd 408-482-9320

Beginning 7:00 pm
January 12, 2007
$4/person/evening
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