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Square Dancing Is Dying...

Katydids, Square Dancers, Callers and Key Personnel in the
Square Dance world who are reading this, I hope 1 have your
attention. However, I am primarily addressing this to my
Katydids for it is their support I am seeking. Admittedly
even with the support of Katydids, we would certainly need
the support of square dancers [ ly in the Santa Clara
Valley area. The reason will show up as [ go through my
explanation.

Louise, my wife, and I have been Katydids for 39 years and
have been class angels for many of those years. All of us
have ideas and reasons why square dancing is dying and
many organizations and clubs have tried different teaching
orders with little improvement. The one 1 have not heard is
to have a teaching order of Basic to Mainstream only with
some modifications. We need one that is really short in the
time period so that we can graduate them to join a club Ba-
sic or some other level name. That is where we need help
from other clubs in the Valley to have same level clubs or
junior clubs so 1” at we may have hc wns for the
newcomers. We need a class that is short ana a junior club
that may dance less than once a week.

What this means to the current activity is that we will have
dancers who will be calling themselves square dancers but
not at the level we are expecting dancers to be...but we will
have newer dancers never-the-less. Just give this method a
try for several years and it will be smoothed out. We can
still have plus and advance dancers but the help needed is in
class angels with the dance classes most likely to be held on
a non-~lub night.

I am looking at prospective dancers who are young and
dedicc ~okeeps e dancing alive and vibrant, Dancers
who can give about 9 months of class dancing, join or form
a club of similar backgrounds. Since these dancers are not
able to afford weekly dancing perhaps a club can be formed
that dances twice a month or just once a month. [ was
watching these exercise classes held at our YMCA and no-
ticed that many are young and attend these sessions on a
regular basis. These sessions are usually of one-hour dura-
tion. Perhaps that may be all that these young families are
able to afford. These sessions are typically 8 weeks long
and they do learn some movements to go with the music.
Can we sell aerobic dancers on square dancing for a less
strenuous exercise?

Perhaps maybe we should change our format to accommo-
date new dancers similar to the time allowed for  obic
dancing., Have one hour dance sessions and a class of 8
weeks. What I see in aerobic dancing is the smaller number
of men compared to women. If we make a selling point,
most men in square dancing will attest to the fact...”try it,
you will like it.” Another strong selling point will be in the
socializing. Especially in Santa Clara County, we must start
considering the changing demographics. How can we at-
tract more Chinese, Korean, and Indians? We can tell them
that square dancing is alive in China, Japan and Korea. Do
we need callers who are Chinese, Korean and Indian? We
do need to stress that square dance calls are in English only.
If this is the way to go, we must hurry up and start a caller’s
class to recruit demographically acceptable students. They
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must be taught how to dance and learn the calls before
they can go solo to teach other classes.

I know I haven’t covered everything that needs to be dis-
cussed nor have I digressed on every detail but hopefully
enough to kindle some fires to get people thinking.

Morris Hosoda, 39 years a Katydids square dancer,
Plus & Advance dancer, occasional caller.

Email received from Willi & Curly Frey,
Club Members who returned to their

homeland in Germany 8 years ago
Hi Steph and Skip,

Curly and I just wanted to touch base with you. We are so
much enjoying to read the Katydids newsletter (thank you
for sending it out to us !!!) , and for us it’s like we never left
the Bay Area. Although after moving back to Germany over
8 years ago, we don’t know every member anymore, but
still remember so many of the great people we had the op-
portunity to dance with, making friends with, and having a
fantastic time together. From time to time we giveita try to
visit Square Dance Clubs here in Germany. And although
we are out of practice, it’s like a miracle that we still can
follow most of the main stream (and even some plus ) steps.
At least, if we don’t try to remember steps but just do it! We
couldn’t decide to become members of a local club here,
since we always compare to the friendliness, helpfulness
and good spirits of all of our friends at the Katydids. And so
we always say: “We want to experience something like that,
let’s check out more clubs.”, but the same story continues
on and on...Anyway, we are both doing great, I'm still
working for Bosch, and Curly’s instructing face jogging
classes, and also gymnastics for best ager women. We still
love to cruise, being in the Mediterranean, which is of
course close to us, and from time to time in the Caribbean.
And yes, we still have our Harley from California.... ] For
today, big hugs t0 you, and please convey a yellow rock
(yes, we still know what that is!) to all the friends who still
remember us.

Talk to you later, your friends
Curly & Willi

Morris’ Summer Baseball Schedule
10 Butcher Park, 3950 _amden Ave., SJ
Team color is blue and the Home dugout is on
the 1st base side and the Visitor dugout will be
on the 3rd base side.

SCHEDULE
July 09 — Visitor Aug. 27 — Home
July 16 — Home Sep. 10 — Visitor
July 30 - Visitor Sep. 17 — Home
Aug. 06 - Home Oct. 01 — Visitor
Aug. 20 - Visitor Oct. 08 — Home

























