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CLUB CALENDAR

www.katydids.info

Fri., May 5: Congregational Church of Campbell
400 W. Campbell Ave., Campbell
7:00—8:30 PM, Class
8:00 — 9:30 PM, Club dancing
Chirper distributed

Fri., May 12: Congregational Church of Campbell
400 W. Campbell Ave., Campbell
7:00—8:30 PM, Class
8:00 — 9:30 PM, Club dancing

Sat., May 13: **DANCE-OF-THE-M ONTH**
Black and White Ball; Krazy Dazys
John Muir Middle School

7:30 — 8:00 PM; Pre-Rounds with the Hurst$

8:00 — 10:30 PM; Cdller: Jim Osborne

Fri., May 19: Congregational Church of Campbell
400 W. Campbell Ave., Campbell
7:00—-8:30 PM, Class
8:00 — 9:30 PM, Club dancing
**PARTY NIGHT** Wear green.

Fri., May 26: Congregational Church of Campbell
400 W. Campbell Ave., Campbell
7:00—8:30 PM, Class
8:00 —9:30 PM, Club dancing

Tue., May 30: Executive Board Meeting
7:30 PM at the Darknell’s home
935 CapitolaWay, Santa Clara

Congregational Church of Campbell
400 W. Campbell Ave., Campbell

7:00 - 8:30 PM, Class

8:00 — 9:30 PM, Club dancing

Chirper distributed

Fri., dun. 2:

Fri., Jun. 9: Congregational Church of Campbell
400 W. Campbell Ave., Campbell
7:00 - 8:30 PM, Class

8:00 —9:30 PM, Club dancing

Sun., Jun. 11: Annual Club Picnic
Central Park, Santa Clara
909 Kiely Blvd. (across from Kaiser Hosp.)
Sign-up NOW!
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SQUARE HEAD ASSIGNMENTS
&
Duties

Acting Super Square Head - Lloyd Darknell
(408) 286-7262

May 05 Anderson
May 12 Stevens
May 19 Hebson
May 26 Helfrich
June 2 Bennett
June 9 Ignacio
June 16 Lunsford
June 23 Mensing
June 30 Moore, R
July 7 Powell, Pitts
July 14 Pyle, Hea
July 21 Schaffer
July 28 Shaver

On dance night PRIOR to your duty night:

* Help pack up supplies and jugs and put into Club
Closet. Notify Acting Super Square Head , LIoyd
Darknell, at 408-286-7262 of any needed sup-
plies or change of duty assignments dates.

Before the dance:

« Contact Square Head for following week to be sure
they will be there .

 On scheduled nights, the designated Square Heads
should arrive before 7:00 PM.

* Set up tables and chairs as needed.
* Bring 6-8 Ibsice for cooler and make ice water.
» Start hot water for tea and coffee.

During club dance:

» Welcome everyone at the door.

« Offer raffle tickets. 5 tickets for $1

» Have guests sign guest book and collect $4.00 do-
nation per guest.

* Give guest namesto president or membership chair
for introduction during announcements.

« Divide the raffle proceeds--50% to the Club, 50%
to the “cups’.

 Check that water and cups do not run out.

o If Treasurer is not present, pass monies collected
on to any Executive Board Member.

After the dance: Clean up!! Take the trash bags
out to the dumpster located inside the fence en-
closure in the side parking lot.

UPCOMING SQUARE DANCE
EVENTS

May 11, 12, 13, 14: Silver State
Reno Hilton/ Grand Sierra Resorts
Callers: Randy Dougherty, Gary Shoemake, Mike
Sikorsky
Cuers. The Vogts, The Storms

May 26, 27, 28: NCSDA Golden State Roundup
San Ramon, CA
Callers. John Marshall, Marshall Flippo, Phil
Farmer, Tim Crawford
Cuers: Bob & Kay Kurczewski

Jun. 3: Ice Cream Fling Thing
John Muir Middle School
7:45 —8:15 PM; PreRounds with Sue Harris
8:15—-11:00 PM; Caller: Jet Roberts

Jun. 10: Strawberry Festival; Sunnyvale Singles

Jun. 21, 22, 23, 24: National Square Dance Convention
San Antonio, Texas

NEWER DANCER HOEDOWN

Be an angel - support our newest dancers!!

September 2005 Class Level

Sat., May 6: Lucky Steppers

John Muir Middle School

8:00—10:15 PM; Callers. Harold Fleeman and
Roger Smith

MANY THANKS
to the
Executive Board & Committee
Chairs for a job well done this
past year!!

..... May 13
Rodney & June Helfrich. .. May 24
Dave & Jenny Anderson. .. May 26

Jeff & Becka Darknell. . ... May 27
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2006 Katydoers ~~

Welcome to our Chirper newsletter. We are very proud of
our club newsletter and the class will begin receiving cop-
ies each month. Thiswill be your space so if you feel like
saying, telling, improving, needing something (all within
reason, of course) please let me know and | will forward it
to our wonderful editor. It can be items of interest such as
the recent trip Charles Class and Florence M ahoney took
toItaly recently. Or Roger Hemsley’s (partner to Charlene
M cAndrew) return to England because his visaexpired but
will be returning.

You are coming along beautifully and | have stated to my
fellow Katydids that this class is moving right along faster
than any classwe have been Head Angeling. So please keep
itup! You arewell into what we call PLUS calls. You have
completed al of the essential MAINSTREAM calls. You
are now at the level where the new calls you will learn are
really FUN!

Yellow Rocksto you al!
Morris & Louise Hosoda, Head Angels

MINUTES

Katydids General Meeting

April 7, 2006

President LIoyd Darknell called the meeting to order at 8:34
PM.

There were at least 28 Members present which gave us a
quorum.

The Minutes of the March 24, 2006 Board meeting were
approved as published.

The Nominating Committee Chair, Pat Angotti, read thelist
of candidates for officers that was suggested by the com-
mittee:

President Lloyd Darknell
VicePresident Bob Bennett
Secretary Maxine Darknell
Treasurer Don Powell
Chaplain  JuneHéelfrich
Publicity Don Gaubatz
Membership Pat Angotti

Lloyd asked for nominations from the floor. None were
made. A motion from the floor was made and seconded to
vote on the full slate as presented by the nominating com-
mittee. A votewas called for the slate and was approved by
unanimous voice vote.

A motion was made and seconded to adjourn the meeting.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:54 PM.

Respectfully submitted,
Lloyd Darknell, President

THE PRESIDENT’S CORNER - -
Hi Katydids!

The Installation Brunch went well and all who attended had
agood time. | want to express my appreciation for the par-
ticipation and work done by L ouise and Sal Stagnitto as
well as Char Pitts. | also want to thank Morris Hosoda
for calling afew tipsfor us after we finished eating.

Our Annua Picnic iscoming on Sunday, June 11, at 11:00
a.m. We hope you have already set that day aside and plan
on coming. Volunteerswill be needed to help set up at 10:00
am. and other help will be needed later. Please contact
Bob Bennett or meif you can help.

We also need some members to volunteer for one or more
of the following positions that are still open this year. Su-
per Square Head, Sheriff, Social chair, and a 2007 Sweset-
heart Special Chair. Filling these positions help our Club
run more smoothly and makes it more fun for everyone!

~ ~ Lloyd Darknell

HAPPY HDAY !!
Peggy L ake May 07
Jakeignacio May 17
Ted Shaney May 23
LeeLunsford May 30

MEMBERSHIP --

| have noticed from reading the obit column of our
Mercury News that a former member, Ray Camyre,
has died. He was a pilot during the WWII and later
became an American Airlines pilot where he retired
from after 30 years of service.

As my last act of duty as Membership Chairman, |
have talked to the following Inactive Members that
have been Inactive for over ayear and thus | am re-
quired to remove their names from our Roster. They
are Ken & Marrilyn Crom, Laurie Lentz, Tom
Natoli, Paul & Virginia Schneider. You can always
access our Chirper at our website www.katydids.info.
Thank you for sharing some of your lifetime with the
Katydids.

Morris Hosoda
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CURLY’S DIARY - -

Wl & Curly Frey
Alexanderstr. 128

D-70180 Stuttgart

Germany

phone/fax +49 711 6583061
Cell +49 160 2452535

email curly.frey@gmx.de

We hope everybody had great Easter holidays! We
had such agreat time, the kids came for oneweek and
we had alot of fun!

The Line Dance class is getting better and better be-
cause we are...smile! Many times | have my prob-
lems. Many times | have the right direction and all
the other’s- WRONG WAY. After Willi'striptoAsia
we start with square dancing again.

Theweather is starting to befine and warm. Saturday
is thefirst ride with the Harley. We miss California’s
streets and the Biker brothers and sisters many
times...but | haveto admit, riding hereisan attraction
of another kind. We found a Beergarden, meet many
interesting people and...EVERYBODY TALKED
ABOUT AMERICA WITH ENTHUSIASM AND
EXALTATION.

In front there was a firefighter. He talked about his
experiences in New York, the friendship, the adven-
ture and his eyes be in a blaze.

March 20
This evening changed my life and you know why? |
will tell about this fantastic project:

Willi saw in the newspaper thereisadinner...normal.
Three dishes...normal. In complete darkness...not
normal! The waiter is blind...not normal! We or-
dered tickets per internet. At 7:00 we stand in line.

4

Got a bag with money to pay al the drinks (...in the
darkness? Our faceslike aquestion mark). Then, Sigi,
our waiter, came to bring us to the table. We camein
the room, believe me...total darkness. At our table 8
other people. In the room over 70 people with the
waiter.

| was in panic, my heart like beat a drum. Willi en-
joyed every minute. | was holding his hand
until...yeah, Sigi ask for the drinks. We ordered wine,
Willi paid. Herewe arewith acarafe. Now to pouring
thewinein aglassin the darkness...

Thesoup...delicious. Willi had meat, | had veggi. Willi
and | ask so many question, so how do | know how big
thepit meetis...you haveto go around with your fork.
Sigi, why are you blind? ......... | had griinen (green)
star and was careless. | thought to everybody else
something like this is happen, but me...no way. Sigi,
how old areyou...35, and blind since 5 years. | havea
lump in my throat...and tears in my eyes. Sigi, are
you married? Yeah and my wife of 28 yearsis blind,
too. She has diabetes.

The only thing | don't like is full volume like in this
hall. Sigi told mewhen peopleareafraid they arelouder
than normal. | talked for a moment to my
neighbor...but not for long. Hecried for Sigi...no, no,
not my fault...no, no, my fork was not in his hand, he
panicked so hard, he had to be outside.

Sigi ask, “Hey, Curly, what time do you think it is?’ |
answered with “9:00 PM?’  “No, it is 10:00 PM.”
Whoa! In the darkness there is no time feeling. An
entertainer came. | was hoping his show is with the
light on...no way.

11:00 PM...good food, good show, thankful...Sigi
brought ustothelight. Never inmy life | was so happy
to see.

Faceit. Draw themoral...when you can't see you feel
different, in the truest sense...eat, hear, test.

You can go to this place only for afew months. | want
thisfor aways because | think that many peoplelearn
to handle people with a handicap easier.

Oh, by the way, we have a regular contact per e-mail
with Sigi...yeah, thisis possibility.

April 29

Theweather isfine. Itiswarmand the people are happy.
All around you see many tablesand chairsoutside. So
the pedestrian zone isfull of life.

(Continued on page 5)
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(continued from page 4)

We got amail from friends. We met them a year ago
in Spain whileon vacation. Thefriendswrote“Lifeis
so short, so please visit us.”

We took atrip to the Black Forest, close to Switzer-
land. It was absolutely wonderful —atwo hour drive.
This area has a special flair; the mountains and green
grasses - sheer nature.

Our friends surprised us with an invitation for a big
party for people over 30...the party theme -- 30+. We
had awonderful coffetalk with Sonjahome made cake
(delicious) and both grandkids came. They made us
feel like at home. All dressed up, we started at 7 PM
to the party. We felt the kids want to go with us...no
way. Thisisaparty for teenagers up to 30!

A big hall, over 700 people and live music - from the
Rolling Stones...the Beatles...Eagles...Beach
Boys...Elvis- - and al the songsweknew! We danced,
we sang - it was amazing. Willi’s hair islike Elvis's,
my hair with aponytail, petticoat, red ruby lips- mine
not Willi’s................ ah, | feel like 17 again. We came
home early in the morning with shoes in our hands,
flowersinour hair ...what hair???? It isvery interest-
ing - al the songs, except for one song, were in En-
glish. | can tell you, try this...you can do it at home
too. Theoldiesbring back all the good memories...and
share them with friends - it makes you feel like Fred
Astaire and Ginger Rogers.

After a great weekend, we are back to
normal............... now, | have a back problem...the
twister dance? | have weak knees.. therock and roll?
No, no - just kidding. The only way | get weak knees
iswhen my hubby comes back home.

Hugs,

Curly

DID YOU FORGET?

If you forgot to pick up your 2006
Sweetheart Special dangle, Louise
Stagnitto has someleftover that she can
sell to Club Members for $1.50 each.
Contact her for more information at
(408) 244-0194

SUNSHINE REPORT

In April the Katydids helped celebrate birthdays with
cards to Nicki Brookwell, April 14; Mackey
Lunsford, April 21; L ouise Stagnitto, April 21; Betty
Benevento, April 25; and L ouise Hosoda, April 29.
Again, Happy Birthday to al of you.

We sent cardsto our five Anniversary couplesinApril:
Morris & Louise Hosoda, April 5; Jim & JoAnn
Osborne, April 7; Sal & Louise Stagnitto, April 7;
Lee & Mackey Lunsford, April 14; Robb & Gayle
Moore, April 16. Of thesewe had two celebrating their
50th: Lee & Mackey Lunsford, and Sal & Louise
Stagnitto. We send our best wishes to al our Anni-
versary couples.

Congratulations and best wishesto Lloyd & Maxine
Darknell on their recent marriage. A Wedding card
was sent to our President and his now First Lady.

We sent get well cards and wishesthismonth to K athy
Shaney who is still recuperating with her broken leg.
| recently talked to her and | am sure shewould appre-
ciatecards. A card wasalso sent to Bill Ferrill, apast
member of the Katydids, who had a bad fal. | am
pleased to say he has no broken bones but he is very
soreand bruised. He and Sandy wereto be at our Fri.
April 28 Katydids dance but | have been told that they
had to change their plans due to Bill’s fall. We hope
they will makeit at alater date and Bill will befeeling

better soon. fMam’fyn Shaver, Chaplain

Katydoers are Doing Just Great!

In all our years being your Head Angels, | don't be-
lieve we have had a class that has advanced so rapidly
asour current class. Itisstill April (asl writethis) and
they have been introduced to PEEL OFF, LINEAR
CYCLE, COORDINATE, FOLLOW Y OUR NEIGH-
BOR, and DIAMOND CIRCULATE, all Plus calls.
Keep it up class and attending classes of other club
nights and Beginner Hoedowns will certainly help. It
is apleasure to work with such afine group.

Onceagain, | must thank the Katydidswho arrive early
to help out. Remember that you are all Angels (in my
book you are!), besidesthe classisat alevel that many
of us can use to reinvigorate our dancing skills.

Morris & Louise Hosoda, Head Angels
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MINUTES
Katydids Executive Board Meeting
April 29, 2006

President Lloyd Darknell called the meeting to order
at 9:32 PM.

Roll call: Outgoing Officers present were President,
Lloyd Darknell; VP. Bob Bennett; Secretary, Bill
Benevento; Treasurer, Bob Hebson; Publicity, Don
Gaubatz & Chaplain, Marilyn Shaver. Outgoing Of-
ficer absent was Membership, Morris Hosoda.

Incoming Officers present were President, Lloyd
Darknell; VP, Bob Bennett; Secretary, Maxine
Darknell; Treasurer, Don Powell; Publicity, Don
Gaubatz; and Chaplain, June Helfrich. Incoming Of-
ficers absent, Membership, Pat Angotti.

Visitors present were Chirper Editor, Stephanie
Stevens, Anne Bennett, Harry Shaver, Betty
Benevento, and Caler, Jim Osborne.

TheMinutesof the March 24, 2006 M eeting were ap-
proved.

The Minutes of the General Meeting, April 7, 2006
were approved.

Reports:

1. The President reported that the Installation Brunch
went well and that he wanted to express his apprecia-
tion for the participation and work done by L ouise and
Sal Stagnitto as well as Char Pitts that added to the
success of the function.

2. The Vice- President had nothing to report.

3. The Outgoing Treasurer indicated that he would
update the records and submit afinal financial report
for the year ended, April 30 and submit it to the new
Board.

4. Outgoing Membership Chair washot present and in
her absence the President reported that there were cur-
rently 47 Active and 13 Inactive Katydids.

5. The Outgoing Chaplainindicated that she had turned
over her recordsto the Incoming Chaplain.

6. Publicity had nothing to report but did indicate that
he had not submitted an article on Club activities to
the “ Squares Around the Bay” (the new namefor “the
Prompter”).

Committees:
The Chirper editor reported that the Chirper deadline
for submission of articles would be April 28",

Old Business:

1. Bob Bennett reported on the upcoming 6/11 Picnic
and handed out an information piecefor discussion on
the proposed logistics.

2. Lloyd discussed having another Hot August Nights
dance on Club night to be held in the manner of past
similar functions. It was agreed to have such afunc-
tion on August 25",

New Business:

1. Lloyd passed out a draft copy prepared by Caller,
Jim Osborne, of a “Club Caller’'s Agreement”. Jim
was present and there was some preliminary discus-
sion of the draft and the intent thereof to negate the
possibility of lawsuits and/or misunderstandings asto
theresponsibilities of both Caller and Club. Jim agreed
to send an electronic copy to Lloyd who would further
distributeit to the new Board so asto facilitate changes
thereto. The goal was to have the Board act on the
“Agreement” at the next Board meeting.

Agenda itemsfor the next Board meeting:
1. Discussion of “Club Caller Agreement.”

2. Schedule of Club activities for the new Club fiscal
year.

3. Report on the progress made asto contracting for a
caller for the 2007 Sweetheart Special.

The next Party night will be held on May 19. Wear
GREEN

Dance-of-the-Month will be the “Black and White
Ball” on Sat., May 13",

The next Board M eeting will be held Tuesday, May
30, 2006 at the home of Maxine and Lloyd Darknell at
7:30 PM.

The meeting was adjourned at 10:43 PM.
Respectfully submitted,

William R. Benevento, Outgoing Secretary
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Katydids Installation Brunch
Sunday, April 23, 2006
Michael’s at Shoreline in Mountain View

/7 S

Sal Stagnitto, Lee Lunsford, Harry Shaver

Louise Stagnitto, Mackey lunsford
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Amy Helfrich Lloyd & Maxine Darknell

Photos courtesy of Lloyd Darknell and Stephanie Stevens
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MORE!!!

Amy Helfrich, Char Pitts, Nicki Brookwell
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Char Pitts, Maxine Darknell
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Rodney Helfrich

Photos courtesy of Lloyd Darknell

Annie Bennett
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GREETINGS FROM SANDY ~ ~

Boo-hoo, I'm still missing al of you. Some of you
may have heard through the grapevine that we had to
completely cancel our trip. While preparing the van
for the drive across America, Bill was up on the lad-
der checking for bird nests against the A/C unit onthe
vanroof. Sure enough there was anest there. AsBill
swooshed it unceremoniously off theroof, he suddenly
noticed a wasp's nest with occupants rushing out to
investigate the commotion. Bill instinctively took a
step back...right off the ladder.

He's doing lots better, miraculously no broken bones,
and we're thankful every day he'sOK. But asyou can
imagine, being OK isnot necessarily synonymouswith
being able to drive acrossAmerica. He only used the
crutches a couple days at first. Silly me. | had en-
couraged himto get rid of the crutchesyearsago. Why
keep them? Weweren't ever going to need them again.
So it just goes to prove you should save everything.

The grandkids came over to our house the very next
day after the accident. | didn't want to disappoint the
kids, and the visit had been prearranged so | could see
them once more before our month long trip. The 3
year old madeinstant pudding with awhisk, we poured
it into fancy dessert dishes, and we were just discuss-
ing the whip cream and 4 cherries on top of his de-
signer dessert, when thump, thump, thump, Limpy
LaRue hobbled into the kitchen purposefully on his
crutches. Bill wanted to make sure one of those pud-
dings was for him. | stand amazed at the power of
motivation.

Anyhow, Bill's back to driving, walking, and never
stopped eating, so we're making lots of progress. He's
not back to running or square dancing, yet, so hope-
fully that will be aturning point soon in our future.

Wehopeall y'al had awonderful Easter. We attended
asunrise service and for thefirst timein 3 yearsthere
actually was a stunning light show to reward the early
morning celebrants. Have | mentioned previously that
it rainsalot here?

I've been using my unexpected down timeto get caught
up with my photo albums. It's perplexing how time
suddenly rushed by after I'd assembled thosefirst easy
Gramma Brag Books 3 years ago. | attended lots of
scrapbooking classesin San Josein past yearsand one
of thekey principlesisabout success. Don't start with
the newborn pictures and try to catch up chronologi-
cally. Start with the birthday party last month. | as-
sembled two albums in one week, no small feat. |
also took classes on creating 10 minute layouts, so
that's my goal - to speed up.

I've also been occasionally babysitting a sweet little
Down Syndrome baby. Sheisrecovering from recent
open heart surgery, so soon it should be easier to pick
her up, feed her, bounce her around, and play with
her. Her numerous medical problems have necessi-
tated tube feedings, suctioning, breathing treatments,
home therapy visits, and numerous doc appoi ntments.
The hospital equipment that is attached to that child
has been formidable and daunting. It was such athrill
when she started smiling acouple monthsago. Spend-
ing time with thislittle angel has been intensely ener-
gizing. Last week | held her for an afternoon while
her parents painted their living room and re-covered
valances.

Our yard transformed overnight from stark, leafless
trunks and branches to a lush, green, leafy surround-
ing wall. We're back in our secluded forest again.

| recommend the new Robin Williams movie, RV, to
al of you. It'svery, very funny and there aren't enough
of these good family movies available.

Spring's here and in between huge storms, our weather's
been 80 degrees. Don't let that keep you away. y'al
come see us! Hey, don't let those tornados keep you
from coming to see us. We're OK. It was
nervewracking to be on tornado alerts prior to those
last couple of storms. The radio dedicated hours to
Tornado Alert Status Reports and it was unnerving
hearing our county named in the alert standbys. The
first storm caught us in the car driving blind in pitch
dark, wild winds, and sheets of rain. | aged 10 years
that night. We were just 15 minutesfrom home, but it
took longer, because we had to stop afew times. That
was the worst storm in our area since 1957, but the
brunt of the damage wasin west Tennessee. Fivedays
later we were on Tornado Alert again, but only saw a
little rain before it blew west. Mid-Tennessee caught
the worst of that one. One of my friends told me her
cousin's house in Hendersonville (the location of
Johnny Cash's house) was compl etely destroyed, but |
know someone else up there who had no damage in
her neighborhood at all. Hendersonvilleislocated in
far northeast Tennessee. A lot of the Nashville Grand
Ol' Opry stars have mansions there. The thunder and
lightning storms are frequent here and they are very
intimidating, sometimes lasting all night. Sometimes
we get thunder and lightning with no rain, because of
the heat and air currents. People here think nothing of
al this. They can't understand how anyone could live
in California with the constant threat of earthquakes.
Amazing, huh? Y'all be good. We missyou all.

~~ Sandy Ferrill
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Sweetheart Special ‘07
Picnic Chair ‘06

The Katydids Square Dance Club is Co-Spon-
sored by the Cupertino Parks & Recreation
Department.
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